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arises, which becomes apparent when we ask, 'What are
the opposites between which the subsiding conflict takes
place?' Mr. Spencer will reply, 'It is between our wishes
and a sensible coercion ab extra, or,' as he expresses it, 'that
" moral compulsion " which consists in a "consciousness of sub-
ordination to some external agency? The duel has to be
fought out between an inward impulse and an outward con-
straint' Instead of this, I have preferred to speak of both
the combatants in this strife as among the inward impulses
of the mind itself, alike awakened by the external conjunc-
ture, alike co-present in the internal consciousness, and
contrasted therefore, not in their seat within and beyond the
Ego, but in their qualities as springs of action. Here, then,
is one difference in our construction of the admitted facts
It is possible, however, to treat this difference as merely
verbal; and to get nd of it by saying, that Mr. Spencer's
'moral compulsion' does not mean coercion as actually
administered from the non-Ego, but only our sense of a cer-
tain coercweness in the conduct to which we are disinclined,
and that is just as much an inward feeling as the opposing
desire; so that he could quite agree that the competitors
and their strife are altogether in the ideal field. Be it so:
then, next, let us visit them there, and see how, as psycho-
logical phenomena, they come to be set against each other
in so hostile a way: wherein consists their contrariety? what
qualitative difference causes their repulsion ? Mr. Spencer
will reply, and I accept the reply, We like the one, and we
relatively dislike the other; we long to yield to the first
spring; we shrink from going with the second. Their
difference, therefore, is that of more or less pleasantness; it
is their contrasted standing in the hedonistic quality that
constitutes their variance. But now, this variance is, by the
hypothesis, at last overcome; and we have further to consider
how this is accomplished. By what process does the 'moral
compulsion' come to be replaced by willing spontaneity?
Mr. Spencer replies to this.effect: 'Experience, whether
personal or inherited, produces in us a consciousness